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I. Name 

historic Avoca 

and/or common N/A 

2. Location 
- ., 

street & number U. S. Business b ~ t e  29 N / A  not for publication 

city, town Altavista X vicinity of otr 

state Virginia code 5 l  county campbell code 031 

Category Y n e r s h i p  Status Present Use 
d i s t r i c t  - publ~c occupied - agriculture - museum 
X building(s) - private ft unoccupied commercial - park 
- structure - both w o r k  in progress - educational - private residence 
- site Public Acquisit ion Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object - in process yes: restricted government - scientific 

- being considered y e s :  unrestricted - industrial - transportation 

N/A - no - military X other:vacant 

4. Owner off Property 
name Town of Altavista, c/o Mayor 

street & number P. 0.  Box 552 

citv. town Altavis ta &!A vicinitv of state Virginia 24517 

5. Location off Legal Descrbtion 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Campbell County Courthouse 

street & number N/A 

city, town Rustburg state Virginia 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Virginia Historic L a n k k s  C d s s i o n  

title S~zrvev has this property been determined elegible? - yes & no 

date 1981 - federal X state - countv - local 

de~ositorv for survey records Virginia Historic Lasldmarks Carmission, 221 Governor Street 

city, town E ~ h n d  state Virginia 23219 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent -deteriorated unaltered -original x site 
- good ' - ruins - altered -moved date N / A  
X fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

!iXJWBRY DESCRIFTION 

Avoca, the principal architectural landmark of the town of Altavista, is a quintesen- 
t ially American queen Anne-style house. The asymnetrical, 2%-story mod-frame residence 
is skirted by a veranda and i s  covered by a hipped roof interrupted by a tower, dormers, 
and projections. B u i l t  i n  1901 after the plans of John ?Enor Botts Lewis, a Lynchburg 
architect, the structure is  set in  a large yard dotted w i t h  shade trees, which in turn is 
surrounded by fields and pasture. Although built as a country house, Avoca i s  mre  akin 
to the type of house appearing i n  American towns and suburbs in the period with standardized 
architectural elanents ordered fran cannercialwoc&orking cmpanies. , 

A R C H I T E C W  ANALYSIS 

Avoca i s  setback f r a n  themain road, U.S. Route 29, by a pasture. The rear of the 
house faces the road, while the more stylish facade looks to the rolling countryside. The 
rectangular mass of the house's main block i s  broken by several projections; these include 
a three-story corner tmer to the south, a service wing and tower to the north, and the 
extension of part of the rear. The facade (west) has a one-story veranda that continues 
to the south elevation. The veranda has paired unfluted columns that are joined to a wooden 
balustrade with turned balusters. The porch is  covered by a shed roof that i s  pedimented a t  
the main entrance. A Doric entablature n m s  along the porch's eaves. The tympanum of the 
pediment has an applied classical-style wreath with applied foliage on the frieze of the 
entablature imnediately belm it. A small balcony with a balustrade of paneled newels and 
turned urns further distinguishes the facade a t  the main entrance. The entrance consists 
of a transan and sidelight door. The transans, Colonial Revival in  style, have sunburst- 
and diamond-patterned mllions. The original door and screen door survive. The doorway 
i s  framed by plain architrave trim. The reax (east) elevation has a two-tier porch with 
square colwrns and a balustrade with unturned blausters. The original rear transan-light 
doorway with i t s  large clear-glass and multi-paned, colored-glass door remains intact. The 
rear screen door also survives. Tile first-story windows on the facade to the north of the 
main entrance have applied wooden window heads with swag docoration. The openings have 212 
hung sash with plain trim flanked by lowred shutters. With sane exceptions l owed  shutters 
and hung-sash windows are found on a l l  the principal f i rs t-  and second-story openings. Above 
the main entrance, m the second story i s  a tri-part window topped by a transan. The tran- 
som niullions have the same sunbmst ;onfiguration as that found on the transan above the 
main entrance. Above the windm is a hipped dormer ha* four casgnent windows with half- 
circle transans. The north elevation has a two-story tower topped by a hipped roof. ?he 
tmer has round-headed openings and casement! ~Uidows ~ i t h  intertscting mullions, and i t s  
a t t ic  level features casanent windms with sunburst mullions. The extensive variety of 
windows i s  a characteristic of the best Queen Anne-style residences. The hipped roof has 
m t a l  c res t iq .  The roof line i s  broken by multi-flued, paneled chinmeys. A conical roof 
covers the corner tower. The house's exterior wall is covered by horizontal weatherboarding. 
Horizontal and vertical boards outline the weatherboarding and articulate the comers of 
the building. The house s i t s  on a stretcher-bond brick foundation. 

(See Continuation Sheet $/1) 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
-prehistoric - archeology-prehistoric -community planning -landscape architecture- religion 
- 1400-1499 - archeology-historic -conservation - law -science 
- 1500-1599 

_X agriculture 
-economics - literature - sculpture 

- 1600-1699 - architecture -education - military - social/ 
- 1700-1799 - art - engineering -music humanitarian 

1800-1899 - commerce & expiorationlsettiement - philosophy -theater K 1900-1901 - communications - industry - politicslgovernment - transportation 
- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1901 BuilderIArchitect John Minor Botts Lewis 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) . . .  ,, 

S T A W  OF SIrnICANCE 

bcated north of Altavista in Campbell County, Avoca stands as one of Virginia's best 
q l e s  of the Queen h e - s t y l e  country residence. The house was designed in  1901by the 
Lynchbmg architect John Minor Botts M s  for Thanas and Mary Fauntleroy . Associated fran 
colonial times with the Lynch family, who were p r d n e n t  early settlers of Virginia's lower 
Piedrraont, the Avoca property i s  the s i t e  of two earlier dwellirgs, including Green Level, 
the home of the local Revolutionary \Jar patriot Col. Charles Lynch. It was  a t  the Lynch 
hamestead that local Tories received floggings for their allegiance to the 
Eritish cram &ring the Revolution. 

HISTORICAL LL4OGWUNll 

Avoca reflects an architectural development that began in England in 1868 with Leyswood, 
a Sussex residence designed by the then-popular English architect Richard N o m  Shaw. The 
Queen h e  style, as Leyswood's influence came to be ham, mde its official debut i n  Amer- 
ica in 1876 when the British govenment erected two half-timbered buildings in  the mode a t  
the Philadelphia Centennial. The style caught on quickly in America and became popular in  
both the city and the countryside, although leading crit ics of h i c a n  architecture fe l t  
tha t  the style proved most compatible with a bucolic setting such as Avoca's in the country- 
side of Campbell County. The American Builder might well have had Avoca in mind when it 
remarked in a late-19th century article on the Queen Anne style, "But the chief thing that 
will strike the observant eye in this s tyle ' is  its wpnderful adaptability to this country, 
not to the towns, indeed, but to the land a t  large." Ultimately, the style becane assoc- 
iated with the Colonial Revival, deriving nuch of i t s  detailing fran America's 18th-century 
architecture. 

B u i l t  in 1901 for Thanas and Mary Fauntleroy, Avoca is the c d s s i o n e d  work of the 
Lynchburg arckitect John Minor Botts Lewis. LEwis was born in Culpeper County and gradu- 
ated £ran the engineering school of the University of Virginia i n  1891. He worked for a 
period of time for the C & 0 Railroad, before mwing to Lynchburg where he established him- 
self as an architect and consulting engineer. During this period he designed the Lynchburg 
Cotton M i l l  and Woodberry Forest School in Madison County. He also built wooden and iron 
bridges and roof trusses in  Virginia, West Virginia, Kentucky, and Tennessee. In 1902 he 
entered into parhership with William R. B u m h m  in  the firm of Lewis Wlmham, which was 

'~uoted in Marcus Whiffen, American Architecture Since 1780: A Guide to the Styles 
(Cambridge: MIT Press, 1969)' p. 118. 

(See Continuation Sheet 
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7.  Description -- Architectural Analysis (contimed) 

Avoca has a center-hall plan, with the main s ta i r  i n  the hall. The open-well stair  
has turned balusters, a molded handrail, and a paneled newel. Between the f i r s t  and second 
floors, the s tair  run i s  broken by a smicircular balcony that overlooks the hall. A less 
elaborate stair  i s  found in a lateral hall t h a t  nms between the dining roan and a f i rs t -  
floor b e d c w e r .  The principal rwns,on the f i r s t  floor are the parlor, sitting rocm, 
dining roan, and bedc-er. The roans have mantels and mirrored overmntels, with the , 

doors and windms f r d  by mlded t r i m .  For increased ventilation, the doors have glass 
nansans that may be opened during the smmx mnths. S imi l a r  transoms are found on the 
second floor. The second-story bedroanmantels are similar in  treatment to those found on 
the f i r s t  but lack the mirrored ovennantels. The door and window t r i m  i s  similar to that 
found on the f i r s t  floor. A round arch distinguishes the master bedroan and frames the 
space created by the comer bay. 

A number of outbuildings survive £run previous houses on the s i te .  They include a 1%- 
story brick kitchen, executed in  seven-course-American-bond brick. The gable roof structure 
was built in  the third quarter of the 19th century. Adjacent to the kitchen is a wood-frame 
mkehouse, covered with weatherboarding. Tne smkehouse dates to the late  19th century. 
The milkhouse i s  also wood frame, covered by a gable roof. Fran i t s  machine-cut nails and 
lath and plasteredwalls, it appears to date to the third quarter of the 19th century. A 
tenants house and office were built in  two stages and are connected by a hyphen. The office 
dates to the 1870s, and the tenants house was traditionally added in  1900 for use by the 
family before the min  house was built. Both are wood frame covered with weatherboarding. 
The office has a shed roof; the house a gable roof. 

The Lynch family canetery, enclosed by a stone wall, i s  located to the rear of the 
house. 

8. Significance -- Historical Background 

dissolved in  1912. Lewis then practiced alone until 1918, when he left the field of archi- 
tecture for the presidency of a local manufacturing canpany. He died in 1950. 

Lewis's design for Avoca is a prime example of the Queen Anne style as it had evolved 
by the turn of the century. m i c a 1  of the best Queen Anne houses of the period Avoca's 
irregularity of mssing with its towers and other projections b r e a m  the central rectan- 
ylar core. I t s  fenestration is similarly irregular, the residence displaying a variety 
of window types. Wre indicative of the course which the style had taken in i t s  latter 
phase, however, is the treatment of the windm cornices on the f i r s t  story. These are 
Colonial Revival in style, w i t h  similar Revival detail- found on the transans and side- 
lights of the main entrance. Lewis's allusion to a past American elanentray have been 
deliberate, given the history of the property and its connection with the same family since 
the second quarter of the 18th century. 

(See C o n t b t i o n  Sheet #2) 
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8. Significance -- Historical Background 

The residence stands on a part  of the original land t ract  patented i n  the 1740s by 
Charles Lynch, the progenitor of the family i n  America. The present structure i s  situated 
on the s i t e  of a colonial dwelling called k e e n  Level bu i l t  by Col. Charles Lynch, son of 
Charles, during the l a s t  half of the 18th century. 

Col. Charles Lynch figured m s t  praninently i n  the history of the Avoca s i t e .  Of ' 
Revolutionary War fame, Lynch set t led i n  the area i n  1755 and during the next twenty years 
greatly enlarged h i s  previously inherited land t ract .  As a praninent local citizen, Lynch 
represented Bedford County i n  the House of Burgesses i n  1769, 1774 and 1775 and was one of 
the signers of the nor-iqortat ion agreanent. Lynch served on General Greene's staff i n  
the Continental Army's Southern campaign and attained the rank of Colonel. He was an ener- 
getic recruiter of Besord County enlistees and was l is ted among those who furnished sup- 
plies to  the Continental Army. Lynch was also superintendent of the lead mines i n  Montganery 
County which provided raw materials for  the arsenals. 

As a revolutionary, Colonel Lynch is best ranembered for his  suppression of British 
loyalists during the administration of Governor Thanas Jefferson. By July 20, 1780, Con- 
tinental spies unearthed evidence that Tory underground was well organized with a carefully 
detailed plot  for  the British t o  take Virginia's western lead mines and arsenals i n  order 
t o  arm and l iberate thousands of w a r  prisoners held near Charlottesville. A double agent 
obtained a l i s t  of Tory leaders west of the Blue Ridge and their  plans of action. These 
discoveries reinforced Governor Jefferson's concerns about the possibility of a successful 
coordinated British attack i n  Virginia. Jefferson issued blank c d s s i o n s  to the com~anders 
of the county mi l i t i a  inMontganery and Bedford to  enable than to  increase their  strength 
and round up Tory leaders. Evidence against sane was strong enough to  require treason 
t r i a l s  in Richmd; others accused of Toryism were t r ied under the law i n  magistrates' court; 
the r e s t  not actually indicted were t o  be tr ied by martial law outlined i n  the Fmergency 
Act of t h ~ ~ k g i s l a t u r e  which se t  "up the machinery to  handle either invasions and/or insur- 
rections. Under this law, which took effect on August 1 ,  1780, many of the court-martial 
and magistcates' court case. were held a t  Green Level by Colonel Lynch, who carmanded the 
Bedford County Militia.  Those found guilty were t ied t o  a t ree  and flogged thirty-nine 
lashes. The whip could be stopped any time the guilty person called out, "Liber-cy forever ." 
This confession would change his sentence to eight months i n  the Virginia Militia or the 
Continental Army. 

A t  h i s  death i n  1796, Lynch's holdings consisted of 1,579 acres. His oldest son, 
Anselm, was appointed executor of the estate,  a position that he held un t i l  h i s  death i n  
1826. Anselmwas a captain i n  the Mili t ia  and la te r  a justice of the peace. He served in 
the General Assanbly fran 1809 through 1813. It was Anselm who developed Green Level into 
a very valuable and successful plantation. 

2Alfred Percy, Virginia's Linsw Victory in the Revolution. (Madison Heights, Va. : 
The Percy Press, 196q , p. 13. 

(See Continuation Sheet $133) 
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8. Significance -- Historical Background 

After the death of h e l m ,  the property r a i n e d  i n  the Lynch family, the t i t l e  to 
the house passing i n  1842 to  his  son, Charles H. Lynch. Lynch added mre land to  the 
estate and mde considerable inprovanents to  the house. Charles H. Lynch was a h e r  
of the General Assgnbly in 1850 and was instnmental i n  obtaining subscriptions to  help 
finance the Lynchburg and Danville Railroad. To honor h i s  success, "Lynch Station" was 
named for him. His w i l l  was recorded i n  1874. He had never married and bequeathed Green 
k v e l  with 429% acres t o  h i s  niece, Mary D. Fauntleroy. It was she who changed the name 
to  Avoca, a f te r  the vale of Avoca i n  the Lynch family's native Ireland, meaning "the 
meeting of waters." The house b m e d  ca. 1879 and was replaced by another house which 
was destroyed by f i r e  i n  1900. The wife of the builder of the present house, Mary D. 
Fauntleroy was Colonel Lynch' s great-granddaughter. 

Avoca passed to  Mrs. Gladys Fauntleroy Winston, a daughter of kk. and Mrs. T h m s  
Fauntleroy. A t  her death it was inherited by her son, D r .  Lindley M. Winston who presented 
the house and a parcel of seven acres to  the t a m  of Altavista i n  1981. The house i s  
presently abandoned, its future use uncertain. 
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10. Geographical Data -- Boundary Justification 

Boundary Justification: The ncmimted property for  Avoca consists of three acres, 
including the main house, a l l  outbuildings, and the Lynch fanily canetery. When the pre- 
sent house was constructed, the estate contained 429% acres and included extensive farm 
and pasture lands. The acreage was reduced considerably in the 20th century, un t i l  the 
main house and outbuildings were presented to  the town i n  1981 on a t rac t  of less than ten 
acres. Tne n d n a t e d  property extends f r a t  the main road, U.S. Route 29, to  the tenants 
house. 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 3 acres 
Quadrangle name L ~ c h  Statim, VA 
UMT References 
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Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 24000 
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Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion Beginnix a t  a point on W s ide  of B-R 29, about 1400' 
NE of intersection of VA 714 and B-R 29; thence extending about 250' SW alorg said s ide t o  N 
side of private drive; thence about 400' NW, then about 200' W, all  along said s ide  of drive 
thence about 200' NE; thence about 600' t o  point of origin. (See Continuation Sheet 1/3 ) . 
L is t  a l l  s tates and count ies for propert ies overlapping s ta te  o r  county boundaries 

state N/A code county N/A code 

state N/A code countv N/A code 

1 1 Form Prepared BY 
name,title Virginia Historic Landmarks C d s s i o n  Staff 

organization Virginia Historic Iandmrks C d s s i o n  date March 1982 

street & number 221 Governor St ree t  telephone (804) 786-3144 

city or town ~ ~ n d  state Virginia 23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national X - state - local 

As the desianated State Historic Preservation Officer fodhe National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in t National Register and certify that il has been evaluated 
accordincl to the criteria and procedures set forth by $! HeMage Conservation an*FJecreation Service. - 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

H. Bman Mitchell, Executive Director // mn n n I r- ~ n n n  
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